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a mere suspicion. Most native gentlemen are far too
honourable to attempt any allusion in the course of
their visit to any subject which it would be unbecoming
to mention; and if any such attempt were made, it is
easily in the power of the officer receiving the visit
to put the subject aside with due regard to his own
dignity. But the benefit, and pleasure, and information
which are to be derived from such visits far outweigh
any inconvenience or annoyance that may possibly
arise from them. It is true that a portly native
gentleman, whilst uttering the usual formal compli-
ments of introduction, does not always remember to
suppress those ebullitions which are considered amongst
his own people to be indicative of his having enjoyed
his breakfast; it is true that the language of polite
flattery is sometimes rather over-strained; but when,
the first effervescence of such frothy nothings has
subsided, the time will come when the visitor will work
down to his natural powers of conversation, according
to the capacity which he possesses. It is to be observed
that two native gentlemen calling at the same time
prefer to be received separately, unless, of course, they
have some common object in calling; but, on the other
hand, an officer in a high position will often find his-
advantage in having his visitors admitted simultaneously,
especially if he has one day of the week particularly
set apart for the reception of his native visitors.

But it may be said that these kind of visits do not
amount to social intercouse.    Certainly not.    Nor, on